
Update 39, Feb 1, 2019	
“Radical love isn’t as much about where you move to	

as letting Jesus move you wherever you are…	

it isn’t about where you live; it’s about how you love. 	
It’s who we love.”	

The day after I sent out my last update, I flew to Oregon.  Way back in early November I saw the low 
airline prices plus a lull in the schedule, so I used my own funds to grab a flight.  I expected it to be 
great but, of course at the time I had no idea how this break would bless me.	
		
It was fun to turn and see my brother strolling towards me at ‘arrivals’ in Portland.  That grin launched 
a wonderful 14-day vacation. The point of the whole trip was to be able to spend time with my family 
and thanks to each of them bending their schedules a bit – that‘s what happened. I am grateful to God 
for the chance to step away for just a little while. 	
		
It has been a week since I returned and my nights and days have already switched around. None too 
soon as the pace is picking up. Currently my projects do not fit on my desk anymore.  They’ve spilled 
over to the kitchen table and the floor as I try to wrestle them into order.  	
		
The construction of a handicapped toilet at church began on Monday.  It’s a dream I’ve had for 3 years 
now coming to be!  The Joni & Friends/NW Univ. nursing students team arrives in one month…still lots 
of details to address. Family camp is still apiece down the road but a huge question has to be answered 
now.  There are also the First Aid and Immunity System lectures to fine tune, two new patients to work 
in and the regular stuff like email, English Club lessons and, by the way, do you have any good ideas for 
low cost kids crafts?  I’m responsible for all 4 Sundays this month : )  Not complaining mind you, as I 
know some of you have ‘To Do’ lists far harder then mine; but, this is enough to keep me out of trouble 
for awhile.	
		

“The way you always find the light in the dark 	
is to make your hand reach out.”	

Asking for prayer – 	
Vlad – is the 17-year-old special needs son of our ministry leaders – Tanya and Sergi K. He was born 
with a cyst in his brain. Actually the MRI now shows 2 cysts but it is the big that has our attention. It 
consumes 2/3 of the space in that half of the skull, reducing one hemisphere to 1/3 of the usual 
size.  At 9 months of age, a shunt was placed to drain the excess fluid out of the skull.	
		
About 3 years ago the shunt stopped working, however no surgeon wanted to touch the situation 
because of the high risks.  Over the past 3 years, Vlad’s seizures have increased.  They are several in a 
week and can be multiple in one day. A change in meds has not helped nor has an increase in 
dosage.  It is hard to know whether it is the seizures or medications or both that is causing him to 
mentally regress.	
		
While I was in Oregon, Vlad went into the hospital for his yearly check up.  As a mother, Tanya knew 
there were problems but certainly wasn’t prepared to hear about cardiac irregularities, an enlarged 



liver, kidney problems and that the shunt was disintegrating. .  What does all that mean?  What needs 
to be done?  No one wanted to touch these issues due to the seizures and those are not improving 
because of the shunt. They don’t want to work on the shunt while the cyst is ‘stable.’  The term here is 
‘being ping-ponged’ between doctors  - a frustratingly closed circle – a domino effect of negative.	
		
Yesterday morning I got a teary frightened call from Tanya.  Vlad had gone into seizures, his blood 
pressure was high, he was vomiting and had become unresponsive.  Her experience told her things 
were getting worse. She was waiting for the ambulance and asking for prayer.  A little after noon she 
called again to say that he had been admitted into the Neuro/surgery hospital in Brovary.  To my joy, I 
understood that God had given them a good doctor.  I could tell that by the tests he had ordered.  In 
the evening she called again.  Wrung out emotionally she had come home to eat and change before 
returning to Vlad.  His seizures had stopped and he could walk if supported on both sides. However, I 
was thrilled to hear that the doctor had asked for consent to do an invasive test so as to measure if /or 
how much the shunt was working.  With that info documented he would know how to go forward.	
		
I am not belittling the horror that Vlad and Tanya went through yesterday, yet I am so grateful to God 
for what happened.  After Vlad had just gone through all these tests for his yearly check up, God 
created a crisis for him and had a good doctor waiting for them.  This is what needed to happen to 
break out of that closed circle of ‘we aren’t going to do anything because the situation isn’t bad 
enough.’  Please pray for Vlad, Tanya and Sergi; for the doctor and God’s perfect will to be done.	
		
Family Camp –Ever since the last day of Family Camp last summer, I have been thinking and praying 
about this coming summer’s camp. Over the last 5 months, I’ve explored other sites and counseled 
with many about this question.  It comes down to that for our numbers (200+) and our special needs 
kids; I have not found any camp like where we were last year.  The problem is that that location is still 
on the pre-front lines of the conflict that continues with Russia.  Do we risk it like we did last year or 
not? To save our reservations (19 – 28 June) I have to make a deposit next week.  Obedience is 
important to me. Please pray that I understand God’s will in this.	
		
Joni & Friends outreach – It was one year ago that God opened the door for me to partner with this 
great organization, receive some valuable training and, join the leadership as they established a new 
relationship with NW University nursing department in St. Paul, MN.  The goal on all sides was to be 
able to help the students experience a short term missions trip in Ukraine.  The purpose of the 
outreach is to introduce them to missions and show how God wants to share and show His love for 
people through the gifting He has given them.	
		
Well what began 1 year ago, is quickly funneling down to our very first outreach.  The team leaves 
Minneapolis on March 1, arriving here on the 2nd.  They will be serving here a total of 15 days - in Kiev 
and Lutsk. Please pray for travel mercies; that God would prepare their hearts as well as the hearts of 
those He wants to reach through them; stamina, health, wisdom, obedience for all of us and, that 
God’s perfect will be done.	
		
“The only way to live a truly remarkable life is not to get everyone to notice you,	

but to leave noticeable marks of His love everywhere you go.”  	
All quotes by Ann Voskamp-The Broken Way	

		



In closing, I wanted to share something.  My brother introduced me to this song by Josh Wilson when I 
was home.  I loved it!  Loved it so much that I want to share it with you.  It’s called ‘Dream Small’  	
You can click on the link to hear it and I’ve included the words below.  	
		
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOBaLrItEyc	
		
It's a momma singing songs about the Lord 
It's a daddy spending family time  
That the world said he cannot afford 
These simple moments change the world 
It's a pastor at a tiny little Church 
Forty years of loving on the broken and the hurt 
These simple moments change the world	
		
Dream small 
Don't bother like you've gotta do it all 
Just let Jesus use you where you are 
One day at a time	
Live well 
Loving God and others as yourself 
Find little ways where only you can help 
With His great love 
A tiny rock can make a giant fall 
Dream small	
		
It's visiting the widow down the street 
Or dancing on a Friday with your friend with special needs 
These simple moments change the world 
Of course, there's nothing wrong with bigger dreams 
Just don't miss the minutes on your way, your bigger things, no 
'Cause these simple moments change the world	
		
So dream small 
Don't bother like you've gotta do it all 
Just let Jesus use you where you are 
One day at a time	
Live well 
Loving God and others as yourself 
Find little ways where only you can help 
With His great love 
A tiny rock can make a giant fall 
So dream small	
		
Keep loving, keep serving 
Keep listening, keep learning 
Keep praying, keep hoping 



Keep seeking, keep searching 
Out of these small things and watch them grow bigger 
The God who does all things makes oceans from river	
		
So dream small 
Don't bother like you've gotta do it all 
Just let Jesus use you where you are 
One day at a time	
Live well 
Loving God and others as yourself 
Find little ways where only you can help 
With His great love 
A tiny rock can make a giant fall 
Yeah, five loaves and two fish's could feed them all 
So dream small 
Dream small	
 

1) My sister Jenny, my mom (Marilynn) in the red jacket and my brother Matt on the 
beach in Seaside, OR 

2) Vlad and Tanya K 

 

 



 

 

 


